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Attention Rodders!
The streets of the CAPITAL COUNTRY HOLIDAY VILLAGE
(CCHV) are PUBLIC ROADS!
The Police visit us each year and tell us the same things, and we MUST
abide by their requests, which have always been fair. Due to the
continuing difficulties associated with unregistered vehicles, we cannot
allow mini-rods, motorized bikes or unregistered cars to cruise the park.
The CRAKK committee and/or Capital Country staff will only ask you
once to park it. And don’t even THINK about allowing an unlicensed
driver to drive your car!
The CRAKK committee, the CHRA and CCHV staff must also abide by
NSW and ACT laws concerning the responsible dispensation of alcohol.
Underage drinking and the supply of alcohol to intoxicated persons WILL
NOT BE TOLERATED!

YOU HAVE BEEN WARNED!

(Ask for REX)
96 Wollongong St, Fyshwick
Large selection of Wines, Spirits and Ice Cold Beer
Suppliers of Port to the 2009 CRAKK

Ph: 6280 4099
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Welcome message from the 2010
CRAKK Coordinator
Well I can't believe it has been10 years since I
was busy coordinating the 10th Anniversary
CRAKK run, and 20 years since Ian Walton
coordinated the first one here in Canberra which by the way, attracted a grand total of 52
entries, and yes I was there too. During this
time, our children have grown up, we have
become grandparents, and together, the family
has owned 7 different rods or customs. I'm sure
many of you are in the same boat.
To get some perspective on this period of time
we have seen:





the bringing down of the Berlin Wall
the Twin Towers tragedy in New York
we survived and revived the Teenage
Mutant Ninja Turtles, Superman,
Spiderman and Barbie




the development of the computer



Sydney Olympics - was it really ten
years ago?



Hurricane Katrina that totally devastated
New Orleans





Indian Ocean Tsunami

the invention of the laptop, the digital
camera, the world wide web, and email
(what we would we do without it)

the invention of microwave popcorn
And just where would we be without the
Panasonic Electronic Nose Hair
Trimmer!

During that time we have also felt some
monumental losses - Peter Brock, Steve Irwin,
Patrick Swayze, Pope John Paul II, Michel
Jackson, Boyd Coddington, and sadly 5 of our
own rodders.
Having only missed one CRAKK run, I have
had the opportunity to make some life-long
friends, see some amazing cars and have a lot
of fun with some great ideas put into place for
the CRAKK over the years. So, for 2010, we
tried to stick to a winning formula - lots of
kroozin - activities - and time to enjoy the cars and the characters of the CRAKK.
This year we invite you to krooze ALL the
streets in the CCHV and show off your ride to
the residents, maybe take them for a ride, (see
Page 13) but please stick to the speed limit,
watch out for the kids and obey the 11pm
krooze curfew.
On behalf of the CRAKK 2010 committee and
the CHRA, I would like to welcome you to the
20th Anniversary Canberra Rod and Kustom
Krooze, and hope you all enjoy your stay in the
Nation's Capital. We say welcome back to all
our previous entrants, hello to all our new
entrants, and a special welcome to our new
generation of hot rodders.
If you have any questions, give me a yell, tap
one of the committee on the shoulder, or follow
the microphone and Choco will be sure to put
you straight.
Enjoy your weekend, and don't forget - next
year CRAKK comes of age, with our 21st
birthday!
Vicki

CRAKK 2010 Committee
Vicki Munday

Coordinator 0412 183 235

Graeme Thomas

Treasurer, Registration, 0411 075 521

John Thompson

0408 221 665

Shaylee Thomas

Committee

Kristy Munday

Committee

Sue “Arnie” Pickert

Committee

Ian Gibson

Choose a crooze/Committee

Adam Dal Santo

T Shirt design/Committee 0438 751 864

Choco (MC)

0412 883 235

Terry Falkingham

Market krooze/Show’n’shine
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Publishers of Australian Street Rodding Magazine and Specialist Automotive
Books and DVDs for Hot Rod and Custom Car enthusiasts
One lucky entrant will win a subscription to ASR magazine thanks to Graffiti,
sponsors of the 20010 CRAKK run.
Probably the most
comprehensive metalworking
video to date, and historically
our bestseller! Ron thoroughly
demonstrates the fundamentals
of hammer and dolly technique,
and shows how to do high level
metal-work that requires no
filler. He starts with a 1932
Morgan in bad condition, and
goes through every step of
perfectly restoring the body.
You'll see great demonstrations
of hole filling, patch panels,
wired edge repair, rust repair,
TIG welding, metalfinishing,
and shrinking. This video shows
you how top quality metalwork
can be done with very simple
tools!

Hot Rod Handbooks
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Custom Auto
Electrickery will help
the home-based
enthusiast unravel the
mysteries surrounding
Auto Electricals and
Electronics. Author
Choco Munday explains
every area of this field
in easy to understand
laymans terms. From a
simple rewire to
installing and
troubleshooting your
own engine
management system,
it is all covered in this
book.
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Timic Hot Rod Supplies
Tim Buggy &
Mic Tozer
Phone (02) 4732 5676
Unit 3, 37—47 Borec Rd.
Penrith NSW
Fully licensed mechanical
workshop

 Instruments/Gauges

 Petrol Caps

 Wiring Harnesses

 Turn Signals

 Mirrors

 Carburetors

 Wipers

 Lights
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Cnr Reed and Anketell Street,
Tuggeranong
John Thompson, Manager

Phone (02) 6293 4411

One day Jesus was walking by the pearly gates when St. Peter asked him to watch the
gates for a few minutes. Jesus agreed and in a few minutes he saw an old, old man approach. This man was OLD! He walked very slowly, had a halting gait, and long white hair
and beard. When Jesus asked if he could help, the old man advised him in a shaky voice
that he was looking for his son. Jesus wanted to help but didn't think he could as there
were millions of people there.
"I know I can identify him very easily by the holes in his hands and feet," states the old
man.
Jesus does a double take and says, "Father?"
The old man looks at Jesus and says, "Pinocchio?"
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GREENLIGHT Mortgage is a locally
owned and operated Mortgage
Broking business, helping to make
Dreams come true for its many
clients. With access to over twenty
different lending institutions, and hundreds of mortgage products,
we can be certain to find the right loan for you.

 Need a little Clarity when it comes to your Home Loan?
 Need a little Clarity when it comes to Investment Property
Finance?

 Need a little Clarity when it’s getting the kids into their own
home?

 Need a little Clarity when it comes to financing that new toy?
Talk to Stu “Stumpy” Green,
he’ll be sure to lend a Hand!
0423 007 434 or Lestump@grapevine.com.au
Stu is a Full Member of the MFAA

KINCROME Professional Quality
Tools®' - our brand is superior in terms
of strength, durability and quality. It is
without question the ultimate in trade
quality.
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91- 97 Gladstone St Fyshwick ACT
Ph: (02) 6280 5533
Coates Hire Limited is Australia’s largest hire equipment
company with over 115 years experience in the industry,
supplying to a wide variety of markets including Engineering
and Building Construction & Maintenance, Mining &
Resources, Manufacturing, Government, and Events.
With over 100 branch and satellite locations across the
country, our own maintenance and transport capability,
Coates is well positioned to satisfy the equipment hire needs
of an ever increasing customer base.
Our special thanks to Swannee and crew
for their continued support!

20th Anniversary CRAKK: Photo Competition!
Show us your favourite CRAKK run pictures and enter them in the 20th
Anniversary CRAKK run Photo Competition! On Sunday 24th Jan, bring
your photos down to the Conference Centre at 9AM. They will be sorted
by the committee and be placed on display until the end of the run. We
are looking for naughty, funny, cool cars or your favourite memories.
Write your name and CRAKK run year (if you know it) on the back of the
photo.
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WRECKING YARD ETIQUETTE
First published by Hot Rod Handbooks, September 1993
Unbeknown to some, there are established customs and traditions to honour when attending a wrecking yard.
Aficionados of these second hand parts markets are aware of this, but, for those contemplating their first trip to
the wreckers, knowing all the rules is a bit too much to ask. These rules include the unwritten ones - second
nature to the initiated, clouded in mystery to the ignorant. However, simply memorising the rules is insufficient. The way you conduct yourself, your body language and mannerisms play a major role in determining
whether or not you become a happy, satisfied patron of the wrecking yard. Think about it. Have you ever
wondered why you have been charged a ridiculously high amount for a piece of grey plastic or some rusted
lump of cast iron? Are you mystified as to the reason you had to pay a wrecker for taking your old car off your
hands, when you expected a handsome imbursement? Then it is probably due to your own ignorance of the
procedures, protocols and rituals that all prospective wreckers customers should follow religiously.
Here, at last, is a complete guide to Wrecking Yard Etiquette. Let's face it, wrecking yards are mysterious,
magical and wonderful places. It stands to reason that the owners and managers of these places are, also, as
mystical as the grounds from which they appear to spring. So they need to be treated with the awe and respect
of Demi-Gods, with their own set of customs and a culture alien to us mere mortals.
Everyone's first glimpse inside a wrecking yard leaves many questions unanswered. Where do all the cars
come from? Why are there so many left hand mudguards and no right hand ones? Why are there no side mirrors? Why is there no money in any of the glove boxes, consoles, under the carpet and down the backs of the
seats? Why are there no jacks left in the boots of any of the cars? Where are all the door lock knobs? Why
are there no BMW hubcaps? Why are there no keys in the ignitions? Why is that Rottweiler looking at me?
These, and many other, questions are answered only at the discretion of the wrecker. You, dear reader, must
first understand Wrecking Yard Etiquette before venturing within a wrecking yard, where you may find the
answers you seek.
The streets today are populated with too many cars. These cars are, all too often, populated with dickheads.
Mix two cars and at least one dickhead, and you have two badly mangled cars. The dickhead can go to hospital

(Continued on page 11)
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36 Stephens Road, Queanbeyan
We are locally owned and
operated and have been
since January 1984. We
specialise in Standard Box
Trailers, Custom Built
Trailers, Tandem Trailers and
Horse Floats.
Our use of first grade
materials is designed to
provide durable performance
and ensure minimum
maintenance. We have an
extensive range of trailers in
stock, starting with a Budget
Line suitable for smaller cars
and lighter work, through to
Industrial, Farm and Custom
Built, including 4WD Trailers
for all Australian conditions.
We also stock an extensive range of Spare Parts and Accessories. We are a member of
the Motors Traders Association (MTA) and are a Licensed Motor Dealer. Our team
consists of 12 staff members, including Welders, Mechanics, Spray Painters and Trade
Assistants, specializing in Design, Manufacture and Repairs.
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(Continued from page 9)
and get stitched up or have a few broken bones reset, but the cars are not made to be repaired beyond a certain
level of damage. The insurance companies have no interest in the wrecks once they have assessed them as beyond economical repair, so the wrecker buys them and stores them in wrecking yards. The few serviceable
parts left on the wreck are removed, stored on racks and in shelves, then sold off to those who need them to
repair their own correspondingly equipped car. The price they pay for that part is dependant on their ability to
exercise correct Wrecking Yard Etiquette.
Old, abandoned cars, more often than not, end up at the wreckers. Some cars, apparently jinxed (although it is
usually the owner who is jinxed, but would never admit it) and therefore despised and unwanted, are secretly
disposed of, late at night by leaving them at the front gates of wrecking yards. Similarly, incorrigible mischief
makers frequently tow the empty shells of their parts cars to the front gates of wrecking yards at all hours of the
night and on public holidays, too shiftless to dispose of their own rubbish correctly, and expect the proprietors
of the yard to do their dirty work for them.
What these people don't realise is that, while it is the job of the wrecker to supervise the dismantling, stocking
and disposal of all of these cars, it is also his job to keep the female cars separate from the males. When this
control is inadvertently taken from the hands of a professional wrecker by the irresponsible acts of late night
car dumpers, chaos can, and does, result. Imagine the wrecker who arrives for work to find a dozen litters of
120Y's, XA Falcons and HQ Holdens scattered around the yard, running riot and intermingling with some of
the more pedigreed models. The smell alone is enough to make a cockroach vomit!
Abused and neglected cars are also a cause for concern. Some run away and end up at the wrecking yard in the
hope of finding peace and contentment. What they usually get is an oxy torch through their chassis, but at least
they are spared from any more misery. There is the odd case of a badly abused car being repaired and cared for
by the wrecker, but these cars usually see out their last days within the confines of the yard. Sadly, however,
any component worth salvaging is fair game, and before long, the car is being driven naked around the yard, its
shame hidden only by a thick coating of mud and grease.
There are a number of reasons to attend a wrecking yard. Some would say the only reason is to raise oneself to
a higher astral plane, or to become one with the universe. All spiritual motivation aside, there are some practical reasons to visit the wreckers, and they are divided into the three basic groups as follows:
To sell the old clunker that a car yard wouldn't touch.
To get that old part which is no longer available on the shelves at the parts store or car dealer.
To browse through cars and parts to get that bracket, lever, pedal or component which will fit in your
customised or modified vehicle.
Most families these days require two cars. One is usually the family car, the other is the "Clunker", or workhorse, purchased by Dad to get him to work and back. Eventually, this old workhorse becomes too costly to
repair, or Dad makes good and buys a new-second-hand car. Either way, the workhorse is now on the market.
After wasting money on classifieds for three weeks, the rego runs out, the patience wears thin from a long
queue of tyre kickers and the car, once dubbed the "Reliable daily transport", is finally towed unceremoniously
to the nearest wreckers.
The family with a single car develops a symbolic attachment to their daily transport, and, reluctant to break the
bond between machine and human, hold on to their beloved car through even the most devastating mechanical
deficiencies. Eventually, this car ends up being a burden, both financially and physically. There comes a point
where common sense prevails, and the car is put up for sale. They realise, quite early in the process of selling
the old girl, that the "Clunker" market is very narrow, and the wrecking yard is the only option.
Then there's the fresh faced teenager, just out of school and on the lower end of the salary scale who can only
afford a cheap, ratty old "Clunker". He finds that it is less expensive to keep trading within the clunker market
than to carry out the never ending repairs to keep the current jalopy on the road in a reasonably safe condition.
So, as one car fails and another junker is purchased to replace it, the stereo is ripped out, the rego is cashed in
and the old heap is flat towed to the local wrecking yard.

(Continued on page 14)
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At
Capital
Bearing
Supplies, we have access to a comprehensive range of bearings
to suit new and old
cars, and we are prepared to chase the
parts that you find difficult to get. We also
carry and can access
a range of workshop
materials and equipment, including jacks,
stands, ramps and presses. We carry an extensive range of Kincrome tools in store, but can access other brands such as KC Tools,
SP tools, Lisle and T&E Tools.
So if there is anything you are chasing, don’t hesitate to give us a
call or just drop in and talk to us
45 Townsville St, Fyshwick ACT 2609
Ph: 02 6280 6884 Email: capitalbearings@ozemail.com.au
CHECK OUT OUR NEW WEBSITE www.capitalbearings.com.au
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Capital Country Holiday Village (formerly White Ibis Holiday Village) is
14km north of Canberra, ideal for those visiting the National Capital.
Set on 10ha, the park accommodation varies from park cabins with
ensuites to drive-through sites, caravan and camp sites. The park
also has a separate manufactured home section, as well as large
bunkhouses to cater for school and sporting groups.
An ornamental lake, barbecue areas, swimming pool, cricket area,
tennis courts, playgrounds and a jumping pillow ensure all visitors can
be entertained. The park also has conference e-facilities!
http://www.capitalcountry.holidayvillages.com.au

47 Bidges Road, Sutton NSW 2620 (off Federal Highway on
ACT border)
Tel: 1800 664 269 (Toll Free), (02) 6230 3433, Fax: (02) 6260
3483

20th Anniversary CRAKK: Ticket to Ride.
Here’s how it works: During the 20th Anniversary CRAKK run, permanent residents of the park holding a “Ticket to Ride” will enjoy our brand of kroozin’.
CCHV staff will issue tickets to eligible residents. Designated CRAKK entrants
can pick up ticket holders who flag them down during cruising’ times. Take the
ticket, and give the ticket holders a couple of laps.
ALL CRAKK entrants are encouraged to use the full length of the cruising’
track to cruise through the permanent residents areas.
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(Continued from page 11)
So what's next? How do you approach the wrecker to persuade him to buy your old bomb? As an informed
practitioner of Wrecking Yard Etiquette, you will reap the rewards you justly deserve, depending on how
closely you adhere to the correct protocol. Let's now look at the next kind of visitor you would expect to encounter at the wrecking yard, who must also follow the strict guidelines laid out beneath the pages of this
manuscript.
Cars become obsolete within weeks of their release. Well, so the new car manufacturers and dealers would
have you believe. So, too, do the spare parts, and the way these new cars are built, not to mention the new age
attitude towards a "Throw-Away Society", the only place left to get your parts is the wrecking yard.
When seeking an elusive, out of date or obsolete part from the wrecker, the ultimate aim of the old part buyer is
to make a purchase, at a reasonable price, of a second hand piece of automobile paraphernalia, in good condition, which you urgently need to make repairs on your own identical or similar car. Sounds simple and straight
forward, doesn't it? Well it can be, but don't make it hard for yourself. This aim is attainable, but only if
proper wrecking yard etiquette is adhered to rigorously and conscientiously.
There is one group of people yet to be identified. These individuals are more likely to incur the wrath of the
wrecker more so than the other. By definition, they don't seem to care one way or another just how much they
must suffer before they are able to pay an inflated price for their goods. If you fall into this category, pay strict
attention to the correct Wrecking Yard Etiquette as described. It may save you a considerable amount of pain,
not to mention money!
Picture this. The HR ute is shuddering a bit when you put the brakes on. One look confirms that the valiant
caliper on one side and the HQ caliper on the other are not working properly. Could it be that they are mismatched? What will fit? A trip to the wrecking yard and you can see a smorgasbord of caliper brackets, discs,
calipers etc. to compare with what you have. One slip up in the old etiquette, however, could see you out the
door in no time, so a refresher course in the correct approach is necessary.
Now let's look at the first step in correct wrecking yard etiquette. No matter which category you fit into, there
is a standard approach to follow when addressing the wreckers staff. First impressions are important, both for
the salesman and the customer, but the customer needs the wrecker more than the wrecker needs the customer.
After all, proprietors of wrecking yards are invincible, God-like people who care nothing for material possessions except for that which lies upon their hallowed turf.
A wrecking yard is a sacred site. It is the last resting place for many a much loved family car which has seen
better days. Memories of Sunday drives when the kids were little, those first driving lessons, the trip to Brisbane all those years ago, all contribute to the sense of having lost a loved one when the time finally comes to
cash the old girl in. Many's the time a distraught car lover has left the office with a fistful of tens and a tear in

(Continued on page 15)
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(Continued from page 14)
his eye. Some take one last look, a final lingering touch of the oxidised paint before walking quickly away,
choking down sobs and striving painfully to hold back a flood of tears; some walk out with their heads held
high, looking straight ahead, for fear of cracking up should they get a last glimpse of their old friend. A few
callous, hard-nosed individuals give the appearance that they couldn't care less what happens to their car, and
stroll away casually without looking back, whistling a merry tune. I suspect they are mostly hiding their grief
behind a thin layer of bravado, and on arriving home, the pretence falls away and they throw themselves onto
the bed, sobbing uncontrollably into their pillows.
Before you even step within the hallowed boundaries of the second hand parts car world, remember that some
of the other customers, just mentioned, are grieving. Be gentle and kind if a grief stricken motorist, recently
separated from his old, but broken down Hillman Imp and blinded by tears of grief accidentally bumps into
you. Don't say, "..watch where you're going", or "..what the hell are you doing?" or some such unfeeling remark. Simply look sad and mellow, nod respectfully at the person and proceed towards the office. Don't try to
engage in conversation with the bereaved, you will either get ignored or cried upon.
The next step is to walk up to the counter and attract the attention of the proprietors. This is, perhaps, the most
crucial stage in any person’s successful visit to a wrecking yard, and, therefore, requires the utmost adherence
to the correct procedure and the attention to all aspects of Wrecking Yard Etiquette. Do not be concerned that
there is only one attendant at the counter. Even though all three phones are ringing incessantly and a queue of
customers are waiting patiently for service, if protocol is maintained, you will be attended to in due course. Be
patient.
The wrecking yard proprietor is an awesome figure to behold! Fearsome behind his mask of grease and dirt,
his shirtsleeves flapping wildly around his wrists, with clumps of flesh missing from his knuckles, one would
think him almost incapable of rational thought, let alone communicating successfully with the general public!

(Continued on page 16)

Harry Fowler



Piping and structural steel fabrication.



Installation/shutdowns



Maintenance labour



Crane hire.



Project Management

PO Box 938, Tumut NSW 2720

Mobile: 0407 837 463
Phone: 02 6947 4433
Fax: 02 6947 4438
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3/5 Wiluna St,
Fyshwick ACT
0418487189
mgis@netspeed.com.au

(Continued from page 15)
But don't be deceived! The wrecker is a beast of brawn, true, but from pure necessity requires the brain of an
Einstein to decipher the requirements of the typical layman timidly perched at the foot of the counter, trying
desperately to remember what brand of car he owns. If, by some trick of the mind, the customer remembers
this small detail, he usually goes into a frenzy when asked for the year/model of the car, a necessary piece of
information required to identify the component, (which has probably been completely forgotten about by this
stage). So the wrecker must then exercise his uncanny, superhuman ability to read the customer's mind and
probe the inner recesses of his memory to elicit the information so necessary for his purchase.
Once satisfied that the correct make/year/model has been identified, the wrecker must scan his own databaselike mind for the infinite array of identical parts scattered around the wrecking yard. With incredibly accurate
recall, the wrecker can recite part numbers, equivalent part numbers, locations, tools required to remove the
sought-after part, the condition of the part, the tensile strength of the bolts connecting the part to the car, the
number of kilometers on the clock of the donor car, when the donor car was purchased, from whom the donor
car was purchased, the maiden name of the mother-in-law of the previous three owners of the donor car and
whether the part is still on the car or has been removed and stocked conveniently under the counter. If, by
some quirk of nature, the part is not available, the wrecker may offer the use of the "Hot Line" to locate the part
in question from another source. Be very careful! Correct etiquette requires that you ALWAYS make use of
this facility, but you must then commit yourself to purchasing the part if it can be located.
A wrecking yard invariably utilises the services of a national Hot Line with which to communicate with other
wreckers. Theirs is a secret society, and it is good etiquette to face away from the wrecker when he is speaking
on the Hot Line. NEVER question a wrecker on his use of the Hot Line. You are not permitted to know the

(Continued on page 21)
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Itinerary
Competition Checklist
Colouring competition? Conference centre by 5 pm Monday.
What Is It? Conference centre by 5 pm Monday.
Kids Hunt 1? Conference centre, 4 pm Saturday.
Kids Hunt 2? Conference centre, 4 pm Sunday.
Kids Hunt 3? Conference centre, 5 pm Monday.
Guessing Competition? Conference centre by 5pm Monday.
Page 17
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Date

Time

Event

Fri 22 Jan

4 - 8 pm

Early Registration, Conference Centre Near Pool.
20 CRAKK runs on display.

Sat 23 Jan

Sat 23 Jan cont

8 pm

Sizzle and snort, near Conference Centre (you'll need to be
wearing your wristband, and don’t forget your coupons).

11.00 pm

Cruising finishes

7.30 - 9 am

Breakfast – bacon and egg rolls, CCHV Cafe (you'll need to be
wearing your wristband).

8-10.00 am

Registration, Conference Centre. 20 CRAKK runs display all
day.

9.00 am

Kids Hunt 1. Kids meet at Conference Centre to register for
today's challenge.

10.00 am

Line up for Krooze to SKID PAN, CCHV Reception

10.30 am – 2.00 pm

SKID PAN. Sausage sizzle/drinks on site (you'll need to be
wearing your wristband).

2.00 - 4.00 pm

Last Registration, Conference Centre
Aquatic golf on the lake

3.30 - 4.00 pm

Kids Hunt 1 Registration, Conference centre.

4.00 – 6.00 pm

Big kids Kroozin in the park (all roads open for kroozin').
'Naughtiest Cruiser' theme.

Sun 24 Jan

6.00 – 8.00 pm

On site dinner, CCHV Café (you'll need your dinner ticket otherwise own arrangements).

8.00- 12 midnight

The Big 20 Rodders party featuring Wes Pudsey & the Sonic
Aces. Bring your own drinks.

11.00pm

Cruising finishes

7.30 -9 am

Breakfast - pancakes (you'll need to be wearing your wristband)

9.00am

Kids Hunt 2. Kids meet at Conference Centre for today's challenge.
Bring photos down for CRAKK Photo competition (Conf Centre). See Page 8 for details.

10.00am

Line up at CCHV Reception.

10.30 am – 1.30 pm

Market Krooze, Shannon's CRAKK Show’n’shine.
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Date

Time

Event

Sun 24 Jan
(cont’d)

2.00 - 4.00 pm

Ladies Lounge - High tea (or bring your own girlie drink) Conference Centre (you'll need to be wearing your wristband).
Blokes activities, Bus shelter.

Mon 25 Jan

3.30 - 4.00 pm

Kids Hunt 2 Registration, Conference Centre.

4.00 - 6.00 pm

Kroozin the Park (all roads): “Anything CRAKK” theme.

6.00 – 8.00 pm

Dinner on site (dinner ticket required - otherwise own arrangements).

7- 8.30 pm

Kids Disco, Conference Centre.

8.30 – 9.00 pm

Trailer drinks till they run out (near the pool, you'll need to be
wearing your wristband, and don’t forget your drink coupons).

9.00 - 11.00 pm

“CRAKK has talent” Karaoke night & Club challenge, Stage,
near pool.

11.00 pm

Cruising finishes.

7.30 -9 am

Breakfast- spaghetti – baked beans (you'll need to be wearing
your wristband).

9 am

Kids Hunt 3. Kids meet at Conference Centre for today's challenge.
Photo display all day.

Tues 26 Jan

Page 19

10.00 am- 2.00 pm

Choose a Krooze (Lunch at your leisure). Check notice board at
reception for Krooze departure details.

2.30 pm - 4.00 pm

Bike Show, near the Pool.

3.00 - 4.30

Sponsor showcase/Tech talk, Conference Center.

4.30 pm - 5.00 pm

Last Kids Hunt Registration. Last chance for competition entries (like colouring competition, What Is It? And Guessing
Comp) Conference Centre.

5.30 pm

Line up for krooze to Dickson. Depart 5.45 (Dinner at your leisure. Wear your favourite CRAKK shirt.

Monday Night

Do your own thing.

7.30 -9 am

Breakfast (you'll need to be wearing your wristband).

9-12.00 noon

Display of kids colouring comps, Conference Centre.

10 am

Presentations.

12.00 noon

Hot dogs, Farewells.
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Proud sponsors of
the 2010 Canberra
Rod and Kustom
Krooze
*AUTH REP FINANCIAL WISDOM LTD AFSL 231138
FULL MEMBER MFAA COSL
WWW.MFINS.FINANCIALWISDOM.COM.AU
Suite 17 12 Murrumbidgee Ave
Sylvania Waters NSW 2224
02 9522 2218 P 02 9522 2238 F
(Continued from page 16)
intricacies of the special language required to use this service unless you are a qualified wrecker and have been
initiated in accordance with the wrecker's creed.
Nothing will incur the wrath of the seasoned wrecker more than to have a customer turn down the offer of a
good part sourced from the Hot Line in favour of going elsewhere. When the customer invariably returns to
say "I've changed my mind, order the part" after unsuccessfully traipsing around one yard after another, the
wrecker must go through the ordering procedure once more. Part of the mystique of the wrecker and the
wrecker's secret creed is to identify a customer with a component he is seeking, pass on a secret password to all
the wreckers in the world, and prevent that customer from ever obtaining that part from no other wrecking yard
but the original one. No-one but the wrecker family knows how this is achieved, but once the Hot Line is accessed and the secret code passed, you must be prepared to accept the requested part at all costs, as it will never
be available to you through any other channel. Ever. Be warned!
We have broached the subject of selling the old car to a wrecker, but now we will attempt to set out the guidelines and proper etiquette for maximising your advantage in this important transaction. No doubt you will fit
into the categories already mentioned, or perhaps you are in different circumstances to that which are described
here. Notwithstanding the reasons behind your decision to sell your car to a wreckers, the basic rules and protocols apply in all circumstances. If one aspect of correct Wrecking Yard Etiquette is omitted or modified, you
will find yourself on the outside of the wrecking yard fence with no car and less money in your pocket than
when you started.
There is one thing you must always keep in mind when negotiating with the proprietor of the yard you have
chosen to receive your family heirloom - THE WRECKER DOES NOT WANT YOUR CAR! No matter how
good you think your car is, irrespective of the care you have taken to maintain your car in immaculate mechanical and aesthetic condition, the wrecker already has too many of your particular model, and none of the make/
year/model car you have to sell has ever brought a profit to their business. With this in mind, you must prepare
your car accordingly. Obviously, it cannot be sold at a car yard or even privately through the classifieds, either
because it has suffered damage from a collision, it is too old to be popular, you haven't got time to probe the

(Continued on page 26)
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CRAKK 20th Anniversary
Memorial Awards
In the past, we have honoured our absent friends with various awards,
but from this year, we are going to issue two memorial Kroozin’ trophies
that best epitomises our lost buddies. These awards will be in memory of
the following rodders who did so much for the CRAKK run while they
were with us:
Trevor Abernathy. In 1991, Trevor Abernathy was entrant number 50
at the inaugural CRAKK run. He bought a T Shirt (a size 20) and drove
his chopped, yellow 33 Ford tudor. He came back in 1993 in a 35 sedan,
and again in 1994 and 1995. In 1996, Trevor won the inaugural Mystery
Kroozer award. Sadly, it would be his last CRAKK run, and the Mystery
Kroozer award was dedicated to Trevor from this date.
Ross Eldridge. Ross and Nellie Eldridge first came to the CRAKK run in
1998 in their Model A Tourer. They returned the following year, with stories about the progress of their 36 Coupe. In 2000, Ross came to the
CRAKK run in a wheelchair, and not long after that he succumbed to motor neuron disease. The Cool Kroozer award was dedicated to Ross.
Bill Lynch. Bill graced the CRAKK run with his presence from the 2000
event. It was not unusual for Bill to stop his Model A Roadster in the middle of the cruising track and tell someone (anyone) that “the keys are in
it, off ya go!” Every rear, Bill’s car would drive past with a different
driver, usually with every seat taken up by little kids and big kids. In
2004, Bill suddenly left us before we could say goodbye, and the 2005
CRAKK run included the “Keys are In It” Kroozin’ Award in memory of
Uncle Bill.
Frank Mardel. The Mardel family came to the CRAKK run in 2001. Not
only did they bring a rather large family, but they always had at least
three or four hot rods entered. It would be difficult to find a more dedicated rodding family than the Mardels. The family business sponsored the
CRAKK run from 2002, and they continued this support every year until
Frank’s sudden heart attack took him in 2007. Our memorial awards recognise the Most Family Oriented Rodder in memory of Frank Mardel.
Howard Wallace. Howard Wallace supported local rodding in the ACT
for many years, and attended the CRAKK run in his red 48 Chev pickup.
After a long battle with motor neuron disease, Howard left us with only
memories in 2008.
Rest in peace, friends. We will never forget you.
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The Tale of Twenty CRAKK Runs
Do you remember all twenty?

Who was the coordinator, where was it held?

1 Ian Walton

Federal Tourist Park

1991

2 Rob Whelan

Federal Tourist Park

1992

3 Mal Lawler

White Ibis

1993

4 Choco Munday

White Ibis

1994

5 Graeme Thomas White Ibis

1995

6 Pete Smith

White Ibis

1996

7 Graeme Thomas White Ibis

1997

8 Rob Whelan

White Ibis

1998

9 Choco Munday

Nat’l Capital Village

1999

10 Vicki Munday

Canberra Holiday Retreat 2000

11 Vicki Munday

White Ibis

2001

12 Terry Falkingham CCHV (aka White Ibis)2002
13 Terry Falkingham CCHV

2003

14 Choco Munday

CCHV

2004

15 Mark Saunders

CCHV

2005

16 Mark Saunders

CCHV

2006

17 Graeme Thomas CCHV

2007

18 Dave Cumbers

CCHV

2008

19 John Thompson

CCHV

2009

20 Vicki Munday

CCHV

2010
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Bloody CRAKK Run!
A short note from Leanne Boardman, who wishes to share her CRAKK story with us all.

A long time ago, in a land not too far away from here, my friends once said, “Hey,
there’s this rod run in Canberra on the long weekend. We went last year and had a
great time! Would you like to go?”
“Sounds good!” I said. Well, that was the beginning of the end.
We headed off over the mountain with Pam and Bugs and a few other coastal characters
of dubious heritage, not really knowing what to expect. But, hey, I was in my newly rebuilt FJ Holden with 13” chromies and twin strommies (pretty cool). What happened
since that day has changed my life.
Let’s start with the cars. After another FJ (I am a loyal little soul) along came the S series Valiant. This was my every day car while I started to build a 38 Dodge, which did
not get very far. We soon moved on and purchased a Model A Hiboy roadster. Great
fun, getting wet, wind blown and deaf.
Thanks CRAKK!
‘A’ Model gone, 35 sedan: Luxury. Sedan not cool, need a coupe. Sedan gone. Life savings spent on coupe.
Thanks CRAKK!
Of course, this meant many thousands of Kms on the road, chasing leads for parts and
shiny bits and having to attend other runs in search of that next project.
Thanks CRAKK!
My health has deteriorated badly. I need mental health care as I am trying to come to

(Continued on page 25)

 Die Cast Rod Models
 All Accessories
 Hot Rods
 Customs
 Race Cars
 Street Cars
 Vintage Cars
 Bikes
 All Collectables

Phone Tony Martin on:
0402 851 100
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With nearly 200 stores throughout the mainland, Autopro is Australia's largest chain of independent retailers in auto parts & accessories.

Autopro Belconnen

32 Nettlefold Street Belconnen

02 6251 4285

Autopro Fyshwick

121 Gladstone Street Fyshwick

02 6280 7866

Autopro Gungahlin

Unit 2 / No 4 O'Brien Place
Gungahlin

02 6255 6866

Autopro Phillip

24-30 Botany Street Phillip

02 6281 4700

Autopro Queanbeyan / Cnr Crawford & Morrisett St.
E & F Auto Spares
Queanbeyan

02 6297 6544

Autopro Tuggeranong

02 6293 2680

Cnr Athllon Drive & Reed Street

(Continued from page 24)
terms with my meeting Choco and his tummy roll.
Thanks CRAKK!
My weight has ballooned thanks to Peter’s Ice Cream and Baker’s Delight.
Thanks CRAKK!
My alcoholism is almost under control after Take-a-Tankard. I used to be a teetotaller.
Thanks CRAKK!
My lungs are buggered thanks to Ken Matthew’s burnouts at the drags.
Thanks CRAKK!
My shoulder is still stuffed from the starter motor toss.
Thanks CRAKK!
I have sprained my ankles and wrists tripping over all those bloody buckets and
sponges. We ended up having to build a bigger shed to store them all.
Thanks CRAKK!
I used to share a cabin with others, but they all turned out to be drunken louts who
drank too much and cruised around the park half naked, so I bought a camper. We are
now on to van #6.
Thanks CRAKK!
Camping in those early days in what was more like the car park at Woolies in the stinking hot summer with no shade forced me to keep up the fluids.
Thanks CRAKK!
If it wasn’t boiling hot it was colder than the cool room at the Eagle Hawk pub.
Thanks CRAKK!
The CRAKK run has a lot to answer for, in particular, the insane rev heads and piss
heads I have been forced to associate with, some of whom are, sadly, no longer with
us.
So what of the 20th year? I suppose I will have to turn up again and try and make up
the numbers.
Received from Leanne Boardman, 26/06/2009
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Todd Bevan
Cool Rides Mobile Tinting
9 Barden Pl, Gordon ACT 2906 (02) 6294 3059,
0412891967
coolrides@optusnet.com.au
(Continued from page 21)
used car market, the car is stolen or its appearance is just plain ugly, faded, chipped and scratched. Whichever
is the case, preparation is essential. One trick is to ensure that there is a $500 stereo system installed which
cannot be removed without the aid of special tools and equipment. Another approach is to purchase four brand
new, top of the range tyres prior to your trip to the wrecker or get a new battery, reconditioned engine and gearbox and a new clutch. Without a substantial combination of these items, the wrecker will charge you $100 to
take it off your hands. With a fair mix of these items, however, you will receive $50 for the car. This is a set
figure. No-one has ever managed to elicit more than that amount from any wrecking yard.
You are not permitted past the counter in a wrecking yard. There is a magical, invisible barrier, like a forcefield which is enabled by the sign which says “Staff Only Beyond This Point”. You are not permitted into the
yard itself unless the wrecker gives explicit permission to do so. If you require permission to look through any
section of the yard, there is a protocol which you must be familiar with, or you will never be successful in convincing the wrecker that yours is a special case. Remember, you cannot possibly hope to baffle or confuse a
wrecker, because he knows all things about all cars. Manufacturers of cars often consult with wrecking yard
owners to ask for advice on assembling vehicles. They look upon the wrecker as their reverse engineers, so
how can the layman possibly know more than the wrecker?
Let's say you are converting a Holden Commodore from manual to automatic. You have chosen a wrecking
yard at random and you are curious to see the set-up in an automatic transmission version of the same car. Do
you simply stroll over to a car that looks like the one you need to see? Do you pick your way through the
wrecks until you find an approximate facsimile to your own vehicle? Do you peruse Vehicle I.D. and Compliance Tags hoping to spot a likely donor car? Don't forget, most of the cars are bent and twisted out of all proportion to their original shape, and are barely recognisable except to the trained eye. Exercising any of these
actions would prove time consuming and, sometimes, fatal! There is a procedure to follow, and by so doing,
you are accountable to no one except the proprietor of the wrecking yard.
The first step is to enter the office and seek advice from the wrecker. Only he knows which conversions, replacements and modifications are worthwhile and whether you are capable of economically carrying out the
work. He also knows all the extra components required to successfully complete the job. He will show you
which cars need to be available to obtain all the necessary bits, because you can be sure that all the components

(Continued on page 27)
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(Continued from page 26)
will never be on the one car. All cars used different panels, bolts, pedals, wires, etc. and each car from the production line was different in some small way. Yet, due to a wreckers' scientifically unexplainable instinct, he
knows exactly which bits go where! He knows that only blue commodores with a VIN prefix of 022 will contain the correct number plate mounting components which will interchange with all except red commodores
with a VIN prefix of 021! But to you, the layman, they will look exactly the same! This first act of Wrecking
Yard Etiquette has already saved you an unprecedented expense, and you are now indebted to the wrecker.
Once the correct information has been passed on to you, and the parts sourced from either the yard or through
the Hot Line, you can then pay for your parts, confident in the knowledge that everything will fit in the right
place, and you will have all the required bits and pieces to finish the job. If you have been shown why you
should not go ahead with your plans, correct Wrecking Yard Etiquette, at this point, would be to pay a reasonable percentage of the money you might have spent, to the wrecker, in appreciation. If you are unsure of the
amount, do not hesitate to ask. All wreckers and their staff are incapable of dishonesty, and you will be happy
in the knowledge that you have done the right thing.
Another scenario is the boy racer. He wants a special gear stick knob, but is unsure of how to explain its appearance, having only seen it on a passing car three weeks ago, and wants to browse through the cars until he
recognises it. His friend, also, needs a dashboard switch for his spotlights, and wishes to look through the cars
to see what is around. Another customer seeks some axles or some other front-end components to make a
home built trailer. Even the odd modern artist has been known to scout the wrecking yards for post impressionist automobilia art deco, so these people, also, need to browse freely.
Only by following the correct Wrecking Yard Etiquette will the wrecker obligingly give permission to pick and
poke through his property. The happy customers are then led to the back of the yard and invited to look
around. From here on in, there are strict guide-lines applicable to the privileged few who have been able to
satisfy the wreckers staff of their special need to browse the sanctity of this much hallowed ground.
1.
You are not permitted to use the wrecker’s tools. This would be a travesty of the wrecker’s creed, a
transgression of the unwritten law. You are permitted to carry your own shifter and screwdriver, but that is all!
If you are unable to remove the component you require from a car you have found, then the component was

(Continued on page 31)

Baker’s Delight,
suppliers to the CRAKK
run — fresh bread daily.
Woden Shop G76
The Market,Woden Plaza
(02) 6281 5502
Cooleman Court, Weston
(02) 62882239
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110 Gladstone St Fyshwick
ACT
phone 02 6280 6198
Web: http://www.tr1.biz

Our thanks to our suppliers for
their generous support of the
2010 CRAKK run.

Gates Corporation
The world's most trusted
name in belts, hose and
hydraulics.
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Air brake valves
Air compressors
Air controls &
Cylinders
Air filter assemblies
Air filter elements
Air hose &
fittings.
Air induction hose
Air pressure
gauges
Air pressure
regulators
Air rams
Air tools
Anti-freeze Antiboil
Ball valves
BallraceBatteries
Battery charger
Battery leads
Bearings - seals uni Joints
Bolts & nuts
Brake boosters
Brake drums
Brake linings
Brass fittings
Bucket teeth
Cargo-straps
Castors
Caterpillarspares (new &
used)
Chain
Chain Circlips
Claw couplings
Cables
Cut .off disc
Cutting edges
Cylinder hones
D shackle
Degreaser
Dial indicators
Drill bits
Drum pumps
Electric cable
End bits
Engine 0il
Engine.rebuild .kits .
Exhaust raincap
Exhaust stack
Exhaust system
accessories
Exhaust tube
Farm tractor-'.
Filters
Final drive
Fire fighting pump
Flap discs
Flexible exhaust

tube
Fuel transfer
pumps
Gas heaters
Gasket paper
Gauges
Generator set
Grab kits
Grader blades
Grease guns
Grease nipples
Grease-Pumps
Grinding discs
Ground engaging
tools
Grouser bar
Grouser shioes
Hand cleaner
Hand tools
Heater hose
High tensile bolt –
unc, unf: metric.'
Honda engine
Hooks
Hose Clamps
Hydraulic
breather cap.
Hydraulic filters
Hydraulic hose &
fittings
Hydraulic Jacks
Hydraulic power
packs
Hydraulic pumps
Hydraulic rams
Impact sockets
Impact wrench
Implement pins
Inhibitor
Jack hammers &
accessories
Jumper leads
Key steel
Komatsu spare
parts
Landing legs
Lifting hooks .
Lights
Loadbinder
Loctite
Lynch pins
Maxflo hose
Mirrors
Mudflaps
Mudguards
Mufflers
Nylon tube
Oil transfer
pumps
Paint, thinner,
primer
Parts washer
Paving breaker
Petrol & oil hose
Plow bolts

Porta power
Power tools
Precleaners
Pressure cleaners
PTO shaft
Pulleys
Radiator hose
Radiator inhibitor
Rag
Revolving
beacons
Ripper attachments
Ripper boots
Ripper shank
Robin engine
Rod ends
S cams
Seats
Shackle bushes &
pins
Signs
Slack adjusters
Slasher
Sling - flat web/
wire rope
Socket sets
Spanner sets
Speedi sleeves
Spring pack
Sprocket &
segment
Sprockets
Stands
Tap and die
Taper locks
Tension wrench
Thread inserts
Three point
linkage & accessories
Tipper body locks
Tool box
Tow-coupling
Track bolts & nuts
Track Chain
Track rollers
Track shoes
Truck &traiier
brake- suspension
Truck Wash
Turbo charger
hose
Turntables
Tyre gauges
Undercarriage
V belt
Vernier Calipers
Vices
WD-40
Wear plate
Wheels
Winches
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ACT

NSW

Unit 1, 74 Newcastle Street
Fyshwick ACT 2609

Unit B, 12 Frederick Street,
St Leonards, 2065

Vic

Queensland

321 Warrigal Road,
Cheltenham, 3192

Unit 1A, Cnr Orange Grove &
Riawena Rds,
Salisbury 4107
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The CRAKK run is open to all ASRF class vehicles, specifically, modified
pre-48 Hot Rods/Street Rods and modified pre 64 Customs. For details of
ASRF vehicle classes, refer to the ASRF handbook or contact your state
director or state steward. Sponsored awards are open to the sponsor’s
interpretation. The CRAKK coordinator reserves the right of veto where
necessary.
Trophy

Classification

Sponsor

Top Ten

ASRF class

Tractor Replacements
Baker’s Delight Woden/Weston
Resort Trailers
MI Financial Solutions
Alan Smith Signs and Graffix
Capital Bearing Supplies
Timic Hot Rod Supplies
Dent and Hail Removal/Paintless
Machinery and General Industrial
Supplies
Racer’s Choice

People’s Choice

ASRF Class

Shannon’s Insurance

Top Custom

ASRF Custom class Canberra Rod and Kustom Klub

Top Ratster

Sponsored

Canberra Rod and Kustom Klub

Dare to be Different

Sponsored

Road Runner Models

CCHV Choice

Sponsored

Capital Country Holiday Village

1

Sponsored

Tuggeranong Tyrepower

2

Sponsored

H&S Engineering

3

Sponsored

Greenlight Mortgage

Themed Cruiser Sat

Sponsored

CHRA

Themed Cruiser Sun

Sponsored

CHRA

Memorial Kroozin
Award

Sponsored

Coates Hire

Memorial Kroozin
Award

Sponsored

Cool Rides Mobile Tinting

Anniversary Awards

Kroozin Awards
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CRAKK 2010 Trophy List (cont’d)
Champion Awards
Koolest Bicycle: Rat

Dukes

Koolest Bicycle: Custom

Dukes

Club Challenge: CRAKK
Has Talent

CHRA

What Is It?

CHRA

Kids Hunt 1

Road Runner Models

Kids Hunt 2

Road Runner Models

Kids Hunt 3

Road Runner Models

Colouring Comp 3 and
under

Road Runner Models

Colouring Comp 4—6

Road Runner Models

Colouring Comp 7-9
Colouring Comp 10-12

Road Runner Models

Colouring Comp 13—15

Road Runner Models

(Continued from page 27)
never meant to be yours. If you have no tools, the wrecker may allot a time whereby he will send in his specialist apprentice dismantler and trouble-shooter to remove the part for you. You will be asked to wait a considerable time while this task is undertaken, but the results are usually worth the delay. After all, the apprentice
must relocate his radio to within head-banging distance from where he must work, the part to be removed must
be raised to a comfortable level so that undue strain is not unfairly imposed on the apprentice's arms and the
energy required to carry out the task must be created and sustained with frequent snacks, life-giving cigarettes
and cups of sweet, strong coffee.
2.
You must not destroy an otherwise serviceable component to get to the one you require. The proprietor
of the wrecking yard will call upon his supernatural powers to detect the damage wrought by an unsuspecting
browser upon a car or part that may or may not have made a sale to another person. The cost to the browser,
when producing the parts for scrutiny, will include the cost of the damaged item(s) plus an extra charge for
denying the wrecker the opportunity of removing the part himself in a more professional manner.
3.
You may collect parts not connected with the reason you are browsing. For instance, you may have
been successful in gaining access to the yard for the purpose of seeking a suitable alternative to an obsolete or
customised accelerator cable. In the process, you notice a handbrake that would replace the one in your own
car you suspect is showing signs of wear. When submitting the parts for pricing, the wrecker will automatically include his fee for removing the part himself, as he would have done it anyway. This is acceptable
Wrecking Yard Etiquette, and is not to be compromised.
4.
You may not maneuver the cars. All cars are strategically placed for access to all serviceable parts. Do
not attempt to persuade the wrecker to shuffle cars around so you may remove a component that you think may
be the one you seek. The wrecker, as stated, is God-like in his perception, and has telepathically inventoried
his stock to permit access to only good, usable parts.
5.
Fear not a mountain of car bodies. Don't be concerned if you are removing a panel from a vehicle which
has five other vehicles perched precariously on old rims one atop the other. The wrecker has attained a skill in
balancing cars on top of each other that no ordinary man can equal. An earth tremor measuring 7.5 on the
Richter scale would not be sufficient to topple the tallest tier of cars in a yard.
6.
Never startle a wrecking yard snake. These snakes are specially permitted a free run in the wrecking
yard to eliminate frogs which sometimes secrete poisonous fluids on car bodies. These snakes are deadly poisonous, but the wrecker has trained them not to bite customers, so don't be afraid to talk gently to the snake and

(Continued on page 32)
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(Continued from page 31)
even give him a nice friendly pat. Invariably, the snake will slither quietly along in his quest to protect the cars
from evil frogs, leaving you free to carry on uninterrupted. Wrecking yard dogs, also are a special breed which
have been trained to recognise the difference between a customer and a thief, and may even assist you by sniffing out those hard to get pieces. Just ask the dog to "...fetch the slave cylinder", or "....fetch HQ fender" or
some other part. After closing-time or when spotting an unauthorised browser, however, the dog reverts to his
true identity as an enraged, salivating, fierce protector of old car bodies and parts, loyal only to his master.
7.
It is forbidden to effect repairs on site. Once you have purchased your part(s), you are obliged to leave
the premises. Not only is it improper Wrecking Yard Etiquette to fit your new part(s) immediately, there are
also no facilities for repairing your car within the boundaries of the wrecking yard. This is written in the
Wreckers Code of Conduct, and rightly so. If not, all repair shops would become redundant, because, as stated,
wreckers know all things about all cars.
8.
Never ask for assistance to carry your goods to your car. This is very bad Wrecking Yard Etiquette.
You are responsible for the movements of your parts after money has changed hands. The wrecker cannot be
held responsible for your property after this time, and even if you blow a gasket in struggling to get out the
door with a 9 inch diff with the wheels still on it, the wrecker is only interested in serving the next customer.
You will be charged storage at a rate determined by the wrecker if you take too long or an ambulance comes to
cart you off to Hospital and you leave your car at the yard.
No matter which way you eventually get your bits, there is one thing you will never get away with. No matter
how small the part, no matter how insignificant or unimportant, the wrecker ALWAYS knows if you have
stashed a bit in your pocket. His built in radar detects even the smallest pieces of plastic, self-tappers and
hoses. If you perchance upon a handy little franga, vacuum plug, self-tapper, shoulder bolt, bracket or chrome
trim item, and secret it away on your person, the wrecker will know! He will not search you. He will not question the tell-tale bulge in your pocket. He will not comment on the fact that you are breaking out in a cold
sweat and shaking uncontrollably at the counter, nor will the wrecker make mention of your inability to speak
clearly and succinctly when declaring goods for pricing. But you will pay. Maybe not then. Maybe not at that
yard. But you will pay! There are no exceptions. All wreckers are tuned in to the same wavelength, and they
know! So if you are fortunate enough to be given the privilege of browsing, declare all your articles at the front
desk, no matter how insignificant you might believe the part to be.
Contrary to popular belief, the price of goods sourced from a wreckers can be negotiated. Of course, there is a
procedure to follow, and the correct Wrecking Yard Etiquette must be maintained, but you can negotiate a successful bid on just about any component available for sale at the wreckers. The protocol in this case takes some
effort, and you will not always be successful, however, if you develop these skills at an early age, it may save
you quite a considerable amount as your Wrecking Yard Etiquette improves, which would usually be as you
enter your twilight years.
The only reason you will need to exercise these bargaining skills is if you decide that you are going to negotiate. Do not even attempt to haggle with a wrecker if you are not prepared to follow the rules and apply correct
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(Continued from page 32)
Wrecking Yard Etiquette at the appropriate moment. Disregard the time-honored conventions, and you will
invariably come away with an empty wallet, but feeling as if you have put one over on the wreckers staff. Not
until much later will you realise your mistake. So remember this...if you are going to bid for a part, make sure
you are prepared!
First, find out how much the part costs new. Get a price from a number of sources, and average them out.
Secondly, when you present yourself to the wrecker, let him know that you intend to bargain with him by asking about their mark down policy from new to second hand. Don't worry, they do not mind passing on this
information.
Thirdly, calculate the second-hand cost from the figure the wrecker gave you - you now have a price with
which to work on. For example, you need a Hold-on Trarna steering universal. You have received quotes from
various outlets, and the average cost is estimated at Ninety Dollars. The wrecker has kindly informed you that
they work on a fifty percent mark down - half the new cost. What you would reasonably expect the wrecker to
quote you will be about Forty Five Dollars.
The wrecker will then quote you his price, and you may then respond - this is to be the only response which
protocol allows. Be assured that the wrecker's quote will always be higher than the one which you have estimated as the market value according to the wrecker's mark-down, in this case, forty five dollars. Then, dependant on the wrecker's mood at the time, this first and only response may be accepted or rejected. If the wrecker
quoted eighty five dollars, you would respond with forty five. The wrecker may then say no or perhaps eighty
dollars. Do not attempt to re-negotiate the price. Accept the wrecker's offer and be grateful. If, on the other
hand, you reject the offer, then you might as well simply walk away. Even if you realise the folly of your rejection, and you ask for the part, it will be double the original price.
If you were successful, and your offer was accepted, well and good. If not, there's always next time. To continue bargaining is wasting your time and money, for the wrecker will immediately revert to his original price if
a second offer is made.

WARNING!!
NEVER, NEVER, NEVER SAY THIS:
"I can buy it new for less than that"
This statement will immediately suspend any and all bargaining powers you may once have had. You will always pay the top price for second hand parts for the rest of your life, at any and all wrecking yards around the
world! You have been warned!
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(Continued from page 33)
A ploy used by some in a fit of madness is to claim that all the money they have in the world is that which is in
their pocket at the time. As if to offer some sort of proof of their statement, pockets are emptied and the contents quickly tallied. The urgency of their need for the particular part, clutched vice-like in the hands of the
pitiful customer, cannot be stressed strongly enough or often enough, and this, coupled with his obvious
squalor, his worn old clothes in tatters, tears of sadness streaming across his cheeks, is intended to invoke a
form of sympathy from the wrecker. Oh Lord! What fools these mortals be! If a quick search of the wallet
were to take place, a cache of fifty-dollar bills would almost certainly reveal the true depth of this customer's
poverty. Of course, this is not necessary. Have we not yet established the immense power the wrecker possesses? A simple wave of his meaty, ham-like hand and the all-important part simply vanishes, snatched from
the customer's clutches. Only the soft tinkling from the back of the stock room gives any indication of the new
location of the part, aside from the ghostly entry in the stock list mysteriously appearing, written in by an invisible hand! The customer, shamed, beaten, humbled, stumbles out the door and speeds off into the gloom,
never to return.
Another trick that has been attempted by the ignorant is to pretend that you "No Speak English". Imagine, to
your surprise, when the wrecker speaks in your own tongue, using the exact dialect from the district you originally hail, asking you to please pay double the price for trying to deceive him. Most of these charlatans pay
immediately and flee for their lives, believing the wrecker to be possessed by the Devil! In reality, the wrecker
has only spoken in his own tongue and forced you to interpret his words in your mind through the power of the
wrecker's own brain waves.
Just as important as your arrival is the departure. If you have observed the protocols and followed correctly
your Wrecking Yard Etiquette, then you will feel obliged to say something nice to the proprietor of the yard.
Remember, however, that these people are above ordinary mortals, and need no confirmation of their reverence
and stature. If you must thank them, or grovel at their feet, do so, for at least it will mean something to you, if
not the wrecker. If you are clutching a wad of money after a successful sale of a car to the wrecker, feel honored, but not humbled. If you have negotiated for a part and have been lucky this time, feel privileged but not
smug. To ensure that respect has been shown, do not turn your back immediately on completion of your transaction. Back up at least three steps, looking meekly at the ground all the time, then turn smartly and walk out
the door. Speak to no one else while inside the office, and then only in dulcet tones once on the outside. You
already know that wreckers are omnipresent, and will detect any slur on their character, creating an awkward
situation should you require the services of a wrecker in the future.
Sometimes, it is necessary for you to return to a wrecker a part which has failed to perform correctly. This is a
necessary evil in life, as it has been the work of mortal men who created the part in the first place. It is never
the wrecking yard proprietor’s fault if a part snaps when doing it up, cracks when put to service for the first
time, short circuits, falls apart or strips the thread. More than likely, it is a part that fails regularly on that particular make and model and, therefore, a manufacturer's design fault.
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Of course, the failure of the component must be genuine. Do not attempt to return a good component when it
was your stupidity that caused you to quote the wrong year / make / model / id number / VIN / Chasis Number /
compliance plate number / colour code / interior code in the first place. If you fall into this category, then be
advised that you have started a collection of useless car bits. Don't even think about attempting to sell the part
back to another wrecker. It will not work. The wreckers have stamped the component with an invisible aura
that only the brotherhood of wreckers can detect.
If the part genuinely fails, return with it to the wrecking yard. The wrecker will know immediately your name,
address, the car you got the part from and when you purchased it, so a receipt is never necessary. If you exercise correct Wrecking Yard Etiquette in entering the office, the wrecker will have already procured a replacement part for you. Of course, you will have to pay for it all over again, as the fine print in the wrecker's code of
ethics points out that ..."customer's requests for replacement parts under warranty will be at the wrecker's discretion, which must never be exercised to the customer's benefit under any circumstances". The wrecker will
point this fact out to you while accepting your money, and, understandably, you will feel shame and remorse
for expecting the wrecker to go against his own brethren’s code of ethics. It is good Wrecking Yard Etiquette
to offer a healthy honorarium to buy off your guilt at this stage. A good wrecker will always accept graciously.
If, however, you storm into the office demanding satisfaction, insisting on a "refund" and generally acting like
a real jerk-off, the wrecker will magically produce sufficient small print, damaging evidence and truckloads of
proof to warrant your immediate arrest for fraud. No-one knows how they do this, but they do.
I hope that these words are an enlightenment on the sometimes secret world of Automobile Recycling. Only
through perseverance and a fanatical devotion to protocol will you ever feel comfortable in this sometimes hostile environment. That does not mean your trip to the wrecking yard should be a trial, or be perilous in any
way. On the contrary, it should be a joyous occasion, a chance to be close to the denizens of the mysterious
and beautiful wrecking yards of our industrial areas. Your encounter with the mystical wrecker should, by following the correct etiquette, fill you with a quasi-religious glow of joy and faith, ensuring your entrance to
heaven when you finally die. But fail just once, make one false move, break one unwritten law, and you will
be doomed to an existence of everlasting scrounging through hell's pastures collecting rusty self tappers,
chromed dome-head nuts and oddly shaped pieces of windscreen glass. Salvation can only come upon your
repentant soul being relinquished by the kindness of the very wrecker you so blatantly and cruelly tried to cheat
of an honest living. The procedure for this is written into the wrecker's code of ethics, with the postscript, "...at
the proprietor's discretion".
Choco 1993

Tuggeranong Muffler Centre offers a wide range of exhaust-related products & services, from standard replacement exhaust or muffler, to custom built sports exhaust or
performance packages for most makes and models of cars. We offer products from
distinguished manufacturers such as WALKER, BERKLEE, LUKEY, HURRICANE,
PACEMAKER and more.

Tuggeranong Muffler Centre, Unit 4/347, Reed Street
Tuggeranong, A.C.T. 2901

Phone: 02 6293 1447
Email: tuggeranongmuffler@bigpond.com
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Silver Sponsors

Gold Sponsors

Graffiti Publications — Page 4

Tractor Replacements — Page 28
Baker’s Delight, Woden & Weston —
Page 27

Green Light — Page 7
H & S Engineering — Page 15

Resort Trailers — Page 10

Road Runner Models — Page 24

Capital Country Village — Page 13

Tyrepower Tuggeranong — Page 6

Coates Hire — Page 8
Alan Smith Signs and Graffix—Page 9
Shannon’s Insurance — Page 29

Bronze Sponsors
Autopro — Page 25

Capital Bearing Supplies— Page 12

Other Supporters

Timic Hot Rod Supplies — Page 5

Kenco—Page 5

Tuggeranong Muffler Centre—Page 35

Jiparu Cellars — Page 2

Dent & Hail Removal/Paintless - Page 14 Kincrome—Page 7
Machinery and General Industrial Supplies — Page 16
MI Financial Solutions - Page 21
Racer’s Choice—Page 4
Cool Rides Mobile Tinting - Page 26
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